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Belly Up with the Bar
October 26  • 5 - 9 PM

New Location! LSU’s John M. Parker 
Agricultural Center

The BRBA Presents a new member event:

Motions pictures
Join your fellow BRBA members and their guests for a night at the movies to

watch the first in a series of legal-themed movies.

When: October 18, 2018 
Where: Manship Theatre (100 Lafayette St) 

Featured film: My Cousin Vinny

Mark your calendars and visit
www.brba.org for more details!  

 
Ticket packages and

sponsorship opportunites are
avaliable. Contact the BRBA at

225-344-4803 for more
information!
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September Bar
 Luncheon 

Louisiana Secretary of State 
Candidates to speak September 13

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND FAX THIS ENTIRE PAGE TO THE BRBA AT (225) 344-4805 BY NOON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2018.

Bar Roll No.__________________________

Name____________________________________________________  Firm__________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________ State ____________  Zip _______________________ 

Phone ___________________________________________________ Fax ___________________________________________

Email ___________________________________

❏

If paying by credit card, please include the following:

Name on credit card:  ___________________________________

Type of card: (circle one):  MC      VISA       AmExpress      Discover

Card Number:  _________________________________________

Exp. Date: ______________  Security code: __________________  

To register for this luncheon
and pay by credit card,

go to www.brba.org.

LUNCHEON — YES, register me for the SEPTEMBER BAR LUNCHEON at Ruffino’s Catering at De La Ronde Hall, 320 Third St., which will take place 
Thursday, September 13, 2018, at 11:45 a.m. at $30 per BRBA member. Guests who are non-members may attend for $40 per person. SPACE IS 
LIMITED. Please reserve your seat by sending in this form to the BRBA by noon Friday, September 7, 2018. Fax to 225-344-4805. Cancellations must 
be made by noon Friday, September 7, 2018. “No shows” will be invoiced. Online registration is also available at www.BRBA.org.

Please check applicable affiliation:    ❏ BRBA member     ❏ Guest

The Baton Rouge Bar Association will host a forum for the 2018 Louisiana 
Secretary of State candidates at the September Bar Luncheon and Membership 
Meeting on Thursday, September 13, 2018. Kevin Hayes will serve as 
the moderator for the event, and the following candidates have been 
invited to attend: 

•	 Kyle Ardoin
•	 Heather Cloud
•	 “Gwen” Collins-Greenup 
•	 A.G. Crowe
•	 “Rick” Edmonds
•	 Renee Fontenot Free
•	 Thomas J. Kennedy III
•	 Matthew Paul “Matt” Moreau 
•	 Julie Stokes 
 
Louisiana will hold a special election for secretary of state on 
November 6, 2018 to fill the unexpired term of Tom Schedler. If 
necessary, a runoff election will be held December 8, 2018.   

The luncheon and meeting, will be held at Ruffino’s Catering at De La 
Ronde Hall, 320 Third St., beginning at 11:45 a.m. 

Cancellations must be made by noon Friday, September 7, 2018. Fax this 
completed form to 225-344-4805, or you may register online at www.brba.org. 
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On the cover:  

This month’s cover features Renee M. Chatelain and 
J. Richard Williams, the Co-Chairs of this year’s Arts 
Judicata event. 

Arts Judicata: Paint the Town Rouge is a celebration 
of lawyers in the arts, including visual, literary and 
performing arts. The Arts Judicata Reception will be held 
Thursday September 13, from 6-8 P.M. at the Greater Arts 
Council of Baton Rouge. 

Tickets for the event are available through the Baton 
Rouge Bar Association in advance for $25 or for $35 at the 
door. The event will offer art on exhibit and art for sale, 
so be sure to bring your checkbook to purchase some 
great pieces. Event proceeds benefit the programs of  
the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation including the Pro Bono 
Project, Teen Court, High School Mock Trial and Lawyer 
in the Classroom. 
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THE BATON ROUGE LAWYER supports participation of the membership in its production. We encourage the submission of articles and letters to the 
editor. Articles should be less than 1,800 words, typed and single-spaced. A Word file should be emailed as an attachment to: landon@BRBA.org. 

For advertising information call 225-344-4803 or 225-214-5560. Display ads should be high-resolution attachments (.PDF), and classified ads as text 
only. Please email all ad artwork to landon@brba.org. Publication of any advertisement shall not be considered an endorsement of the product or 
service involved. The editor reserves the right to reject any advertisement, article or letter. 

Copyright © by the Baton Rouge Bar Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part without permission is prohibited. To request 
permission or for more information, call the BRBA:  225-344-4803.
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Letter from 
  the President
BY LINDA LAW CLARK 

See you in September!

Linda Law Clark 

“Try to Remember the Kind of September When Life was Slow and oh so Mellow” . . . ‘The 
Fantastics!’ description of Fall certainly does not apply to our Baton Rouge Bar Association!  This 
issue of The Baton Rouge Lawyer is chock full of events for you this fall.  September is the time to 
renew your membership.  Why not join one of our specialty sections and network with attorneys 

who practice in your field? As ‘Oliver’ suggests, please “Consider Yourself 
One of Us.” 

It’s time to choose the 2018-2019 Bar leadership. The Board of Directors of 
the Baton Rouge Bar Association and the Young Lawyers Section have several 
positions to choose from.  Just complete the enclosed self-nomination form 
found in this issue and send it in.  If a Board position requires more time 
than you can commit this year, why not volunteer to serve on one of our 
many committees that provide educational and social events throughout the 
year? As ‘Hamilton’ would say- “Don’t give up your shot” – and become an 
active member of our Bar this year! Some committees meet all year, such as 
Teen Court, the Pro Bono Panel and the Publications Committee. Others are 
short-term commitments for a specific event, such as Mock Trial, Law Day, 
the Easter Eggstravaganza or the Holiday Star Project.  If you are not sure if 
you can serve on a committee, watch for opportunity to participate in a single 
event in our Pro Bono Project such as Ask-a-Lawyer, Thirst for Justice, the 
Self-Help Desk or Wills for Veterans. Your involvement, whether big or small, 
is invaluable and not only strengthens our Association but provides positive 
feedback to our community on what Baton Rouge lawyers have to offer.

On September 13, at the Greater Arts Council of Baton Rouge plan on attending this year’s 
Arts Judicata event.  Feel like an ‘American in Paris’ as you stroll the halls, explore the artistic 
productions of our very own lawyers, enjoy sipping, supping and being entertained by music from 
our own musicians.  “‘S Wonderful”!  Also in September, our Bar luncheons kick back in.  Come 
hear about the state of our State and what changes are occurring. 

Lights, camera and action! In October, come join us for a fun night at the Manship Theatre for our 
Movie at the Manship event. The Young Lawyers Belly Up cook off will be on October 26th at the 
Parker Coliseum at LSU.   ‘Unsinkable Molly Brown’ invites all of you to “Belly Up to the Bar” 
and (eat) and drink your fill!  Would you like to be a sponsor and help us raise funds to support our 
Youth Education programs? Why not put together a team to compete?  Good food, good drinks 
and good company will abound! 

A special shout out and thank you to all of our attendees at the 2018 Bench Bar Conference in 
Point Clear at the Grand in late July. It was ‘a Celebration’ that ‘We are a Family,’ in the words of 
Kool and Sister Sledge.  The Bar staff kept everything flowing smoothly, and a great time was had 
by all. Don’t miss next year’s conference when we will be back at the Grand April 4th - 7th. 
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Dude, not so fast. While the marijuana legal landscape 
is changing, Baton Rouge is not Woodstock. Not yet, 
anyway. 

On June 2, 2018, Governor John Bel Edwards signed two 
house bills that expanded the use of medical marijuana 
to a variety of illnesses. Yes, expanded, not initiated. The 
following is a brief historic overview of Louisiana and 
legal cannabis.

In 2016, Louisiana passed Senate Bills 180 and 271, 
which, effective August 2017, outlined legal protections 
for certain patients, producers and dispensers. These 
groups included patients of the state-sponsored medical-
marijuana program in Louisiana utilizing marijuana in 
a form permissible under R.S. 40: 1046. The protections 
also extended to certain exempted entities, including 
pharmacies and laboratories.1 In compliance with the 
Act, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center and 
Southern University Agricultural Center became the only 
licensed production facilities in Louisiana. 

Louisiana was not the earliest state to enact such 
legislation. In response to other state laws permitting 
cannabis production, then U.S. Deputy Attorney General 
James Cole issued guidelines in August 2013 regarding 
marijuana enforcement. In summary, the memorandum 
stated that jurisdictions that have legalized marijuana but 
provide a strong regulatory enforcement system to control 
the cultivation and distribution of marijuana are less likely 
to “threaten the federal priorities” that form the basis of 
the Controlled Substances Act. 

The resultant Louisiana Revised Statutes 40:966  
immunizes from prosecution patients, caregivers and 
domiciliary parents of minor children who possess and 
dispense marijuana for “cancer, positive status for human 
immunodeficiency virus, acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome, cachexia or wasting syndrome, seizure 
disorders, epilepsy, spasticity, Crohn’s disease, muscular 
dystrophy, or multiple sclerosis.”2 Current law permits 
doctors only to recommend, not prescribe, marijuana 
for medicinal purposes; if the federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration reclassifies marijuana from Schedule I 
to Schedule II, Louisiana Revised Statutes  40:1046 is 
replaced with a different version of  40:1046, which would 
allow doctors to actually prescribe medical marijuana.3 

Schedule II drugs have “a currently accepted medical 
use in treatment . . . or a currently accepted medical use 

with severe restrictions.”4 Section 40:1046 will sunset on 
January 1, 2020.5  

The house bills signed on June 2, 2018, by the Governor 
add certain conditions associated with autism spectrum 
disorder to the list of conditions for which medical 
marijuana may be dispensed: repetitive or self-stimulating 
behavior and avoidance of others, both of which puts 
the person’s health in jeopardy, self-injuring behavior, 
and physically aggressive behavior.6 Those under the age 
of 18 may not be prescribed medical marijuana without 
consulting a pediatrician.7 Additionally,  the definition of 
“debilitating medical condition” now includes glaucoma, 
Parkinson’s disease, severe muscle spasms, intractable 
pain and post-traumatic stress disorder. Note, however, 
that the Act exempts workers’ compensation insurers 
from any obligation to pay for medical marijuana. 

These laws will affect attorneys in myriad ways. For 
example, a number of states have issued ethics advisory 
opinions regarding attorney use of medical marijuana. 

The Model Rules of Professional Conduct state, “It 
is professional misconduct for a lawyer to . . . commit 
a criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer’s 
honesty, trustworthiness, or fitness as a lawyer in other 
respects.”8  Almost all states have adopted Rule 8.4 into 
their respective attorney ethics rules or have adopted a 
similar provision.9 This rule comes into play if an attorney 
uses medical marijuana, in that although the state may 
now allow the use of medical marijuana to treat certain 
illnesses, use of medical marijuana is still a federal crime.10 
Use of the drug may violate Rule 8.4 or the particular 
state’s version of 8.4. The comments to Rule 8.4 specify 
that although a lawyer may be personally answerable to 
all of the criminal law, a lawyer should be professionally 
answerable only to those crimes that indicate a lack of 
respect to the characteristics relevant to legal practice.11 
Since repeated offenses may indicate an indifference to 
legal obligation,12 this is where use of medical marijuana 
may be implicated. 

Advisory opinions from the state bars of Colorado and 
Connecticut follow. 

Colorado

A 2012 Colorado advisory opinion concluded that 
attorneys who comply with Colorado’s medical marijuana 

Duuuude, Louisiana 
is 420 Friendly
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WRITTEN BY REBECCA WISBAR, KAYLYN BLOSSER & 
SHELBY SCHEXNAYDRE

laws may use medical-marijuana without violating 
rule 8.4(b).13 Its version of Rule 8.4(b) provides: “It is 
professional misconduct for a lawyer to: . . . commit a 
criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer’s honesty, 
trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other respects.”14  
Under Colorado law, a patient may use medical marijuana 
to address debilitating medical concerns.15 An attorney 
does not violate Rule 8.4 by using medical marijuana, 
because there usually must be a nexus between the 
criminal conduct and the lawyer’s fitness.16 The Colorado 
committee did not find a nexus between criminal conduct 
and fitness within the meaning of Rule 8.4(b) if the lawyer 
complied with the requirements of Colorado law with 
respect to medical marijuana.17 

Connecticut

A 2014 Connecticut advisory opinion concluded that 
attorneys who are qualified patients and use medical 
marijuana in accordance with state law do not violate 
Rule 8.4.18 That state’s Rule 8.4, similar to the Colorado 
version, reads: “It is professional misconduct for a lawyer 
to: . . . [c]ommit a criminal act that reflects adversely on 
the lawyer’s honesty, trustworthiness, or fitness as a lawyer 
in other respects.”19 The Connecticut advisory committee 
believed use of medical marijuana did not adversely reflect 
upon the lawyer’s fitness to practice law.20  

Louisiana

The Louisiana State Bar Association has yet to issue an 
advisory opinion as to whether use of medical marijuana 
pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 40:1046 would 
violate Louisiana Rule of Professional Conduct Rule 
8.4. Our version of Rule 8.4 reads: “It is professional 
misconduct to: . . . [c]ommit a criminal act especially one 
that reflects adversely on the lawyer’s trustworthiness or 
fitness as a lawyer in other respects.”21 The Louisiana rule 
is different from the Model Rules of Professional Conduct 
in that “Louisiana Rule 8.4(b) (2002) casts a wider net 
by branding as ‘misconduct’ any criminal act by a lawyer 
– irrespective of whether it casts doubt on the lawyer’s 
honesty, trustworthiness or fitness to practice.”22 

Although the legendary Janis Joplin sang “Freedom’s 
just another word for nothing left to lose,” she did 
not have a law license to lose. 
Before jeopardizing your hard-
earned bar license, wise counsel should 
consult someone other than a doctor for a medical 
marijuana “recommendation.” Try consulting 
another attorney or, better yet, become 
the trail blazer who obtains an advisory 

opinion in Louisiana. 

1 2016 La. Sess. Law Serv. Act 343 (S.B. 180); 2016 La. Sess. Law Serv. 
Act  96 (S.B. 271).
2 La. R.S. Ann. 40:966(F), 40:1046.
3 La. R.S. Ann. 40:1046.
4 21 U.S.C. § 812(b)(2)(B).
5 La. R.S. Ann. 40:1046.
6 H.B. 627, 2018 Leg., Reg. Sess. (La. 2018).
7 H.B. 579, 2018 Leg., Reg. Sess. (La. 2018).
8 Model Rules Prof’l Conduct r. 8.4(b) (Am. Bar Ass’n 2016).
9 See Code Of Prof’l Responsibility Policy Implementation Comm., 
Am. Bar Ass’n, Variations of the ABA Model Rules of Professional 
Conduct: Rule 8.4: Misconduct, Am. Bar Ass’n (Sept. 29, 2017), https://
www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/professional_
responsibility/mrpc_8_4.authcheckdam.pdf.
10 21 U.S.C. § 812.
11Model Rules Prof’l Conduct r. 8.4(b) cmt. n.2 (Am. Bar Ass’n 2016).
12  Id.
13 Colorado Bar Ethics Comm., Formal Op. 124 (2012).
14 The Colorado Rules Of Prof’l Conduct R. 8.4 (Colo. Supreme Court 
Apr. 12, 2018).
15 Colo. Const. art. XVIII, § 14.
16 Colorado Bar Ethics Comm., Formal Op. 124 (2012).
17 Id.
18 Connecticut Bar Ass’n Prof’l Ethics Comm., Informal Op. 14-08 
(2014).
19 Connecticut Practice Book Rules Of Professional Conduct r. 8.4 
(Comm’n On Official Legal Publ’ns 1998).
20 Connecticut Bar Ass’n Prof’l Ethics Comm., Informal Op. 14-08 
(2014).
21 Louisiana Rules Of Prof’l Conduct R. 8.4 (The La. Attorney 
Disciplinary Bd. 2016).
22 Dane S. Ciolino, Rule 8.4 Misconduct, La. Legal Ethics, https://
lalegalethics.org/louisiana-rules-of-professional-conduct/article-8-
maintaining-the-integrity-of-the-profession/rule-8-4-misconduct/ (last 
updated Jan. 25, 2018).

Before jeopardizing your hard-earned bar license, wise counsel 
should consult someone other than a doctor for a medical 

marijuana “recommendation.” 



September/October 2018 The Baton Rouge Lawyer          9

In recent years, various industries have relied increasingly 
on vehicles that utilize unmanned aerial system (UAS) 
technology, known colloquially as “drones,” to maximize 
profits, cut costs and reduce safety hazards.  In February 
2018, the number of small drones registered with the 
Federal Aviation Administration (the FAA) exceeded one 
million, with 122,000 of the drones identified as being 
used for commercial, public or other non-recreational 
purposes.1 In fact, experts have estimated that as of 
2017, 4,500 drones utilize American airspace daily for 
commercial reasons in addition to the hundreds, possibly 
thousands, of drones that are used daily for recreational 
purposes.2  

Some of the applications for which drones are utilized 
include law enforcement, land surveillance, wildlife 
tracking, search-and-rescue operations, disaster response, 
border patrol and photography.3 Furthermore, businesses 
that offer delivery services, such as Amazon, pizza parlors 
and even medical-supplies providers, have noted their 
intention to utilize UAS technology as soon as possible to 
deliver products to customers.4 Additionally, in Louisiana, 
drones are used for coastal mapping and restoration, flood 
monitoring, crop management and oil-and-gas activities.5   
Moreover, the Association of Unmanned Vehicle Systems 
International has estimated that by 2025, the drone 
industry will employ more than 100,000 people and will 

generate more than $80 billion for the U.S. economy, 
including more than $150 million in Louisiana.6 

What are drones?

A drone consists of three primary components: (1) an 
unmanned aircraft; (2) a ground-based or onboard control 
station; and (3) a communications link between them.7   
Furthermore, La. R.S. 2:2(B) and La. R.S. 3:41(6) define 
“unmanned aerial system” as “an unmanned aircraft 
and all associated support equipment, control station, 
data links, telemetry, communications, and navigation 
equipment necessary to operate the unmanned aircraft,” 
including “drones, remote-controlled aircraft, unmanned 
aircraft, or any other such aircraft that is controlled 
autonomously by computer or remote control from the 
ground.” “Unmanned aircraft system,” in turn, is defined 
as “an unmanned, powered aircraft that does not carry a 
human operator, may be autonomous or remotely piloted 
or operated, and may be expendable or recoverable.”  

Notably, La. R.S. 2:2(B) expressly excludes from the 
definition of “unmanned aircraft system” those systems 
utilized by federal and state government actors for 
official surveillance purposes, local government law 
enforcement agencies and fire departments, the Louisiana 
Public Service Commission, local franchising authorities, 

businesses regulated by the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
public utilities, and the Federal 
Railroad Administration. 
Alternatively, La. 14:337(B)
(4) defines “unmanned aircraft 
system” as “an unmanned, 
powered aircraft that does not 
carry a human operator, can be 
autonomous or remotely piloted or 
operated, and can be expendable 
or recoverable.”

The Regulation of Drones: 
A Primer of Laws Governing 

Unmanned Aerial Systems

Divorce & Family Issues Mediation 
Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Clayton Perkins
Mediator - qualified pursuant to LRS 9:334

11682 Silo Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70810

225-572-8718
clayton@perkinsanddupre.com 
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How are drones regulated by the federal government?

The FAA, the federal agency charged with ensuring the 
safety of the national airspace, regulates the operation of 
drones within the United States.8 In addition to the FAA’s 
requiring the registration of drones weighing 55 pounds 
or more, the FAA also requires registration of all small, 
unmanned aircrafts weighing between 0.55 pounds and 
54 pounds.9 Prior to August 29, 2016, businesses were 
required to obtain a special waiver called a Section 
333 Exemption in order to use drones for commercial 
purposes.10 However, the regulations have since been 
relaxed, and now businesses are required to obtain a Part 
107 Waiver in order to operate a drone for commercial 
purposes, which is a far less restrictive process.11 
Additionally, among other regulations included in 14 
C.F.R. § 107, in the absence of a Part 107 Waiver, a drone 
in operation must (1) remain within the line of sight of 
the pilot in command;12 (2) be operated by a live pilot;13 
(3) not be operated by a pilot who is simultaneously 
operating another drone;14 (4) not be operated from a 
moving vehicle;15 (5) not be operated at night;16 and (6) 
not be operated over human beings, unless authorized by 
Part 107.17 In addition, drones must be operated within 
certain airspace and generally must not be flown within 
five miles of an airport.18 

How are drones regulated by the state government?

During the 2017 Regular Legislative Session, the Louisiana 
Legislature enacted La. R.S. 2:2, which, in the absence of 
preempting federal law or regulation, provides the state 
with the exclusive jurisdiction to regulate all unmanned 
aircraft systems and all unmanned aerial systems.  The 
statute also clarifies that “[s]tate law shall supersede and 
preempt any rule, regulation, code, or ordinance of any 
political subdivision or other unit of local government.”19   
However, the only industry for which a set of drone-
specific statutes has been promulgated is the agriculture 
industry. La. R.S. 3:42 empowers the Commissioner 
of Agriculture and Forestry to adopt, implement, 
administer and enforce rules and regulations relating to 
registration and use of drones in the course of agricultural 
operations. Furthermore, La. R.S. 3:42(C) authorizes the 
Commissioner to appoint advisory committees composed 
of public universities holding certificates of authorization 
from the FAA as well as other active university research 
programs. 
  
In regards to criminal acts, the legislature in 2014 enacted 
La. R.S. 14:337, which criminalizes the unlawful use 
of an unmanned aircraft system, defined as (1) “the 
intentional use of an unmanned aircraft system to conduct 
surveillance of, gather evidence or collect information 
about, or photographically or electronically record a 
targeted facility without the prior written consent of the 
owner of the targeted facility;” and (2) “the intentional 

This comfortable 4 passenger aircraft is 
the most cost effective aircraft 

in our FAA Approved Charter Fleet.     

The Baron is a twin engine piston aircraft 
equipped with the latest 

weather radar system, GPS Navigation, 
and Auto-Flight.    

Estimated Baton Rouge/Shreveport round 
trip charter:  $2,500.00. 

4141 Chuck Yeager Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA  70807  

   225-358-0055 
email: braircharter@cox.net  WWW.BATONROUGEAIRCHARTER.COM 

This aircraft could turn a 3.5 
hour car ride into a 1 hour flight.   
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WRITTEN BY GRANT GUILLOT

1 Susan Buchanan, Louisiana’s Government and Corporate Drone 
Usage Grows, The Louisiana Weekly (Feb. 5, 2018), http://www.
louisianaweekly.com/louisianas-government-and-corporate-drone-
usage-grows/.
2 Roselyn Anderson, FAA Sets New Drone Regulations, Mississippi News 
Now (Mar. 8, 2017), http://www.msnewsnow.com/story/32277273/faa-
sets-new-drone-regulations.

use of an unmanned aircraft system over the grounds of 
a state or local jail, prison, or other correctional facility 
that incarcerates or detains juveniles or adults accused 
of, convicted of, sentenced for, or adjudicated delinquent 
for violations of criminal law without the express written 
consent of the person in charge of that state or local jail, 
prison, or other correctional facility.”20 Included within 
the definition of “targeted facilities” are petroleum and 
alumina refineries, chemical and rubber manufacturing 
facilities, nuclear-power-election-generation facilities and 
school premises.21 The statute clarifies that the surveillance 
restrictions do not apply to a property owner or a third 
person retained on the property owner’s behalf, lessees, 
servitude holders, licensees, those with permits, individuals 
with federal surveillance authorization, persons engaged 
in agricultural commercial operations and institutions of 
higher education.22 

In addition, the legislature has amended various criminal 
statutes over the past few years to include unmanned 
aircraft systems within the ambit of preexisting laws, 
including video voyeurism (La. R.S. 14:283), abuse of 
persons with infirmities through electronic means (La. 
R.S. 14:283.3), the “Peeping Tom” law (La. R.S. 14:284), 
voyeurism (La. R.S. 14:283.1), resisting an officer/knowing 
interference with a police cordon (La. R.S. 14:108) and 
criminal trespass (La. R.S. 14:63).

Conclusion

Given the astonishing rate at which UAS technology is 
being integrated into industries across the world, it seems 
certain that drones will be regulated increasingly on a 
federal, state and local level. The Louisiana Legislature 
has remained cognizant of the exponential utilization of 
drones and has responded by including drone operations 
within the criminal statutes and by recognizing that 
the State of Louisiana has the authority to regulate 
UAS technology in the absence of preempting federal 
regulations.  However, thus far, the legislature has 
found the necessity to promulgate drone-specific laws 
for the agriculture industry only. Nevertheless, one may 
expect to see the legislature increasingly considering the 
promulgation of additional drone laws as Louisiana 
approaches the 2020s and as drones continue to swarm 
their way into most facets of everyday life.  

3 National Conference Of State Legislatures, Current Unmanned Aircraft 
State Law Landscape (Feb. 1, 2018), http://www.ncsl.org/research/
transportation/current-unmanned-aircraft-state-law-landscape.aspx.
4 Jonathan Rupprecht, Drone Delivery – 3 Big Legal Problems (2018), 
https://jrupprechtlaw.com/amazon-drone-delivery-3-major-legal-
problems-amazon-prime-air (last visited Jul. 5, 2018).
5 Buchanan, supra note 1.
6 Anderson, supra note 2; Brendan P. Doherty & Bradley J. Schwab, 
Drones on the Bayou, 63 La. B.J. 392 (2016), citing The Economic 
Impact Of Unmanned Aircraft Systems Integration In The United States, 
(March 2013), www.auvsi.org/auvsiresources/economicreport . 
7 Doherty & Schwab, supra note 6, citing Fed. Aviation Admin., 
Integration Of Civil Unmanned Aircraft Systems (Uas) In The National 
Airspace System (Nas) Roadmap (Nov. 7, 2013), 8, http://www.faa.gov/
uas/media/uas_roadmap_2013.pdf.
8 Id.
9 Buchanan, supra note 1.
10 How to Navigate Laws for Drone Aircraft, Louisiana Technology 
Park (Jan. 23, 2018), https://www.latechpark.com/blog/2018/1/22/how-
to-navigate-laws-for-drone-aircraft (last visited Jul. 6, 2018); Rupprecht, 
supra note 5.
11 Rupprecht, supra note 5.
12 14 C.F.R. § 107.31.
13 14 C.F.R. § 107.19.
14 14 C.F.R. § 107.35.
15 14 C.F.R. § 107.25.
16 14 C.F.R. § 107.29.
17 14 C.F.R. § 107.39.
18 14 C.F.R. § 107.41.
19 La. R.S. 2:2(A)(2).
20 La. R.S. 14:337(A).
21 La. R.S. 14:337(B)(3).
22 La. R.S. 14:337(C), (D), (F).

When a noun is modified by two or more adjectives, 
writers are sometimes puzzled over whether to use a 
comma between the adjectives. For example, would 
you use a comma in the sentence below?

The vivid colorful sunset was caused by dust from 
the Sahara Desert.

Two tests can solve the problem. First, does the 
sentence sound normal if “and” is placed between 
the adjectives? Second, does the sentence sound 
normal if the words are reversed? If these tests are 
met, a comma is needed. “The vivid and colorful 
sunset” works, as does “The colorful vivid sunset.” 
Thus a comma is needed because the adjectives are 
coordinate. 

But if those tests aren’t met, no comma is needed, as 
in: The dust caused record high heat. “Record and 
high heat” sounds odd, as does “high record heat.” 
So they are not coordinate, and no comma is needed.

Send suggestions for future Gail’s Grammar columns 
to Gail Stephenson at GStephenson@sulc.edu, or call 
Gail at 225.771-4900 x 216.

GAIL’S GRAMMAR
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Attorney Spotlight: 
Franz Borghardt
BY JOSEPH J. CEFALU 

TBRL: Tell us about your education.  

FB: I went to Catholic High School in Baton Rouge, LSU 
for college with degrees in English Literature and Latin 
(on a music scholarship), and Paul M. Hebert LSU Law 
School. 

TBRL: Where are you from? 

FB: Baton Rouge, born and raised. 

TBRL: Where and what type of law do you practice? 

FB: I have a general practice, but I am known for criminal 
law.

TBRL: Why did you want to become an attorney? 

FB: Being an attorney was actually my “Plan B.” I 
originally wanted to be a college teacher. I went to law 
school at the last minute. 

TBRL: If you were not practicing law, what would be 
your alternate profession?  

FB:  I really like teaching. I have had the fortune of getting 
to help teach a Criminal Litigation course at the LSU Law 
Center and I have loved it. But, if I could do whatever I 

want? I would travel the world and be the host of 
Parts Unknown on CNN. 

TBRL: What is one thing you wish 
you would have known before you 
went to law school? 

FB: I wish I would have worked 
at a law firm before law school 
so I would have had a real world 
practical view of the practice 

of law. Law school is a great 
experience, but doesn’t really 

let you know what you are 
getting yourself into. 

TBRL: Are you involved 
with the BRBA? 

FB: I am on the Arts 
Judicata Committee 
and have taught CLEs at 

Bench Bar and other events 
for the BRBA. 

TBRL: What is your favorite 
BRBA activity or event? 

FB: My favorite event is clearly Belly Up 
with the Bar, where law firms compete to 
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create great culinary dishes and drinks. The BRBA has let 
me serve as a judge for the last few years and the event 
helps the Bar Foundation. 

TBRL: Are you involved with any other organizations or 
causes?  

FB: I try to be. I am the President of the Louisiana 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (youngest one 
ever elected). I serve on the boards of the Baton Rouge 
Gallery, Forum 35 and the A.C. Lewis YMCA. I try to be 
involved with the Baton Rouge Area Chamber as well as 
other civic groups. I also raise money for charities through 
my groups, Baton Rouge Brunches and Geaux Rouge 
Productions. BR Brunches puts on city-wide charity 

events where restaurants agree to donate a percentage of 
the brunch to charity, such as the “Brunching for Greater 
Baton Rouge” event to help with flood relief and “Brunch 
for a Cure” for Susan G. Komen. GRP puts on large scale 
food festivals that donate money to charity, such as the 
Perkins Road Burger Fest, The Capital City Mac Fest, 
Wingamania and Brunch Fest. 

My favorite organization is Club Blue, which is a young 
professionals group affiliated with the Boys and Girls 
Club. I have fundraised for the STAR charity as a “Hunk 
in Heels” and for the Of Moving Colors productions 
Thirty for 30. Lastly, I help make a video blog called 
“LeadingBR” that showcases leaders doing great things or 
cultivating leadership in others in the Baton Rouge area. 

TBRL: What is the best piece of advice you 
have received? 

FB: Don’t be afraid to fall and get your 
knees scraped up. Losing is a part of life. 
It is how you respond to losing that is 
important. Once you eliminate the fear of 
loss and failure, you can be unstoppable. 

TBRL: What are your leisure activities? 

FB: I am a huge fan of cigars and love to 
collect them. I also like traveling. However, 
my favorite leisure activity is telling stories 
through Geaux Rouge, a group that 
promotes the best parts of Baton Rouge. I 
also occasionally write brunch food reviews 
for Baton Rouge Brunches.  

TBRL: What is the last book that you read? 

FB: Grit, by Angela Duckworth. 

TBRL: Tell us something interesting about 
yourself. 

FB: I am a big fan and enthusiast for the 
KETO diet. 

The Patterson Resolution Group o�ers dispute resolution 
services in complex cases to businesses and individuals across Louisiana 
and the Gulf South. Group members include six former presidents of the 
Louisiana State Bar Association and a retired district court judge. 
�e members have substantive experience in disputes in areas such as:

Contact Mike Patterson at 866-367-8620. Or visit the group’s website 
at www.pattersonresolution.com 
for more information and the article, 
“Getting Your Client and 
Yourself Ready for Mediation.”

Corporate and Business
Commercial Real Estate
Oil and Gas
Maritime
Construction
Products Liability

Banking
Employment
Insurance
Healthcare
Professional Liability
Governmental

B AT O N  RO U G E   •   N E W  O R L E A N S   •   L A FAY E T T E   •   S H R E V E P O RT   •   M O N RO E

mediation and arbitration
of complex disputes

Ross Foote Phelps Gay

Thomas Hayes, III

Larry Roedel

Guy deLaup

Mike McKay Pat Ottinger

Mike Patterson Marta-Ann Schnabel
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What I’ve Learned: Leo C. Hamilton
Vital Statistics

Age: 67
Born and Raised: Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Parents: Leo Hamilton and Myrtle Franklin Hamilton
Parents’ Occupation(s): Machinist and Nurse’s Assistant

Siblings: Larry Hamilton, Gregory Hamilton, Glenda Hamilton Rhymes, Shelia Hamilton Cannon amd 
Sandra Hamilton Smith

Name of Spouse: Gwendolyn Patterson Hamilton
High School: Robert E. Lee High School

College: Louisiana State University
Law School: LSU’s Paul M. Hebert Law Center

Synopsis of Legal Career: Partner with Breazeale, Sachse, & Wilson, LLP (BS&W), now.  When I started practice I 
swore that I would never join a large law firm because of the regimentation and stuffiness.  I started practice with the 

State of Louisiana on the staff of the Louisiana Legislative Council.  Thereafter, I worked with the Louisiana Senate on 
the Senate Labor Committee and the Senate and Governmental Affairs Committee.  I was then Assistant Secretary for 

the Louisiana Department of Labor.  Following that, I practiced with a small Baton Rouge law firm, Blache, Perkins and 
Koch.  Following that I joined BS&W and have been there ever since.

TBRL:  Growing Up I always wanted to be:

LCH:  In the halcyon days when every little boy thought he 
could grow up to be whatever he wanted to be, I wanted to 
be an astronaut. As I got older and realized that my future 
options were limited by my race, that thought went out 
of my mind. I became aware of the civil rights movement, 
because my father participated in the movement as best he 
could. Thereafter, I decided to become a lawyer to change 
the reality for little black boys. That really was the best 
option anyway, because I hated math!

TBRL:  My best memories of growing up in South Baton 
Rouge:

LCH: My best memories are about growing up around 
LSU. I lived so close to the campus, I could sit on my 
front steps and listen to Sid Crocker call the LSU football 
games. I could hear the roar of the crowd after every 
touchdown. Who needed a radio?!?! Also, my brothers 
and I could ride our bikes through the campus and watch 
the excitement of college life. That made me want to be a 
part of the LSU experience.

TBRL:  My worst memories of growing up in South Baton 
Rouge:

LCH:  Having to go to the A&P on Highland Road 
during the afternoon of an LSU/Ole Miss football game. 
The LSU and Ole Miss fans would be intoxicated, the 
traffic would be awful, and my brothers and I would have 
to dodge cups and/or bottles of liquor and ignore insults 
all the way to the University Shopping Center. My parents 

would instruct us to avoid this by going the back way, 
but the police would stop us if we did that. We would get 
stopped, told to get off the bikes, stood against a car, and 
have to endure questioning as to whether we were trying 
to break into vehicles.

TBRL:  The best thing that my parents ever did for me:

LCH: Because my parents wanted to participate in the 
civil rights movement the best way that they could, I 
was made to participate in the second round of school 
desegregation in East Baton Rouge Parish. My older 
brother participated in the first round. I was assigned to 
Robert E. Lee High School, although he had been assigned 
to Baton Rouge High School. (We were only one year 
apart in age, so figure that out!) My first year at Lee was 
awfully depressing because of the constant harassment, 
and I wanted to go back to the all-black school where my 
friends were. But my parents made me stick it out.  By my 
senior year at Lee, I had found new friends-both black and 
white; I participated in extracurricular activities; and the 
harassment had been significantly reduced.  It’s amazing 
what time does to memory, because none of my white 
former classmates remembered the bad old days when 
we interacted at our 10-year class reunion. By the way I 
just received notice of planning for our 50th reunion, next 
year.

TBRL:  One of the jobs I had as a kid was:

LCH:  During my junior and senior years in high school, 
I delivered groceries on a bicycle for City Grocery. It was 
on the corner of North Blvd. and 12th Street. I delivered 
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groceries in the area between downtown Baton Rouge 
and Park Blvd and Spanish Town Road and Government 
Street. Sometimes, I can’t believe how that part of the 
city has changed. The neighborhoods were so different 
then. Actually, they were in transition. It was interesting 
how people interacted with each other and with me, “the 
grocery boy.”  Race was always front and center.  I learned 
a lot about people!

TBRL:  The best lesson I ever learned was:

LCH:  Treat people the way that you’d like to be treated.

TBRL:  Going to LSU allowed me to:

LCH:  Really see the world outside of my community. I 
was reared in what is now called Old South Baton Rouge. 
We rarely went outside of that community except to go 
visit my grandparents and other relatives, either in New 
Orleans or Pointe Coupee Parish (New Roads Morganza, 
or Batchelor). Because of the people that I came in contact 
with and the circumstances I encountered being newly 
married, I actually could afford to see the country.  It was 
a lot of fun and very enlightening.

TBRL:  Going to law school was:

LCH:  A real downer! I actually enjoyed undergraduate 
school, but law school was drudgery.  Shucks!  If it 
paid, I’d still be in undergraduate school. It never really 
occurred to me how dark the building was until a few 
years after graduation when I had to go to the law library.  
That building always felt oppressive!!

TBRL:  If you really want to make me angry:

LCH:  Tell me that things have not really changed in Baton 
Rouge. I’ll never say that things in Baton Rouge aren’t in 
need of change (sometimes desperately in need of change!), 
but so many things have changed for the better. You just 
have to open your eyes to them. The city has grown 
exponentially from when I initially began practicing law, 
and the legal profession has changed with it.  I remember 
when you could count the number of African-American 
lawyers in the Baton Rouge Bar Association on one hand; 
when there were no African-American judges; when 
members of the BRBA banded together to elect Freddie 
Pitcher as the first African-American to the Baton Rouge 
City Court; and when it was a struggle to get African-
American lawyers to attend the Bench Bar Conference in 
Natchez, Mississippi. Today, you don’t have to play “I 
spy” whenever you are looking for an African-American 
professional in the courthouse. Opportunities have been 
expanded in the Baton Rouge legal community.

TBRL:  The turning point in my professional life was:

LCH:  When my good friend, Mike McKay, convinced me 
to join and participate in the Baton Rouge Bar Association.  
It really changed my view of the profession and the Baton 
Rouge legal community as a whole. Participation made 
me aware of the scope of opportunities available to each 
member of the profession, beyond our duty to make 
justice available to all, just to make Baton Rouge a better 
place to live.

TBRL:  If I was in charge:
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LCH:  I’d make every member of the Baton Rouge Bar join 
the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation and the Louisiana Bar 
Foundation. I don’t think enough lawyers understand the 
duty to give back, and participation in these organizations 
is a great way to understand and fulfill that duty.

TBRL:  If I could wave a magic wand:

LCH: I would eliminate racism and sexism from this 
world.

TBRL:  What people don’t know about me:

LCH: I am an old movie junkie, especially early black 
and white movies! It really doesn’t matter the genre. My 
daughters and I will call each other if Turner Classic 
Movies is running one of our favorite movies, whether 
drama, comedy or musical. Now, they are not western 
fans, but my dad and I commiserate over westerns.  My 
favorite is Hombre.

TBRL:  I like:

LCH:  Single Malt Scotch. Yes, I’m no longer a Philistine.  
Halleluja!

TBRL:  If I wasn’t a lawyer, I would have been:

LCH:  A preacher. I don’t mean a minister, but a fire and 
brimstone preacher!

TBRL:  The best movie ever produced was:

LCH:  Pulp Fiction. I can practically recite the whole 
movie.

TBRL:  I have the most fun:

LCH:  With my wife, daughters and granddaughter. One 
day our kids decided that my wife and I were cool to hang 
out with. This was after they went through that stage 
where they believed that parents just got in the way. Ever 
since this awakening by them, we’ve shared some really 
enjoyable times partying, taking trips together, and just 
sitting down for talks.

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY JOSEPH J. CEFALU III
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Imagine that your client, John Doe, has been indicted on 
three counts of first-degree murder by a grand jury. John 
is accused of murdering his estranged wife’s mother, step-
father and child.  Prior to the killings, John had abused 
and threatened to kill his wife, and John’s wife and infant 
child were placed under police protection because of 
these threats. Furthermore, the evidence against John is 
“overwhelming,” including motive, video surveillance, 
receipts for bullets, witness testimony and forensics. 
Nevertheless, John emphatically maintains his innocence. 

The prosecutor has notified you that the state intends 
to seek the death penalty against John. Relying on your 
experience-based view of the case, you believe that 
confessing guilt is the best chance for John to avoid the 
death penalty, but John rejects this plan. Rule 1.2(a) of 
the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct provides that 
“a lawyer shall abide by a client’s decisions concerning 
the objectives of representation.”1 Notwithstanding this 
rule, with the court’s permission, and over the objection 
of John, you tell the jury during opening statements 
and closing arguments, and at the sentencing phase that 
John committed the three murders. According to the 
U.S. Supreme Court in McCoy v. Louisiana, admitting 
such guilt over the objections of your client violates your 
client’s constitutional right “to decide on the objective of 
his defense.”2 

I. Motive, Murder, and Overwhelming Evidence

In April 2008, Robert LeRoy McCoy pinned down his 
wife, Yolanda Colston, at knife point and threatened to kill 
her.3 After this incident, Yolanda separated from McCoy, 
and based on the advice of law enforcement, Yolanda and 
her infant daughter entered protective custody.4 On April 
16, 2008, a warrant was issued at the request of Detective 
Humphrey for McCoy’s arrest for aggravated battery.5 In 
April and May, McCoy evaded arrest, and McCoy fled to 
Oakland, California, where his brother resided. Based on 
cell phone records, McCoy returned to Bossier City on or 
about May 4, 2008.6    

On the evening of May 5, 2008, Christine Colston Young, 
Yolanda’s mother, placed a 911 call from her home.7 During 
the call, Christine can be heard screaming “She ain’t here, 
Robert . . . I don’t know where she is. The detectives have 
her . . . She ain’t in there, Robert.”8 Shortly thereafter, 
a gunshot was heard on the 911 tape and the call was 
disconnected.9 The Bossier City Police Department then 

broadcasted that a disengaged 911 call came from 19 
Grace Lane. Detective Humphrey recognized the address 
and alerted the first responders that he had an arrest 
warrant for Robert McCoy and to be on the lookout for a 
white, four-door Kia.10 

When a responding officer approached 19 Grace Lane, 
the officer saw a white Kia fleeing the scene. The officer 
pursued the Kia until a person matching McCoy’s 
description abandoned the car and fled into the woods 
on foot. Notably, the car was registered to Robert and 
Yolanda McCoy. Inside the vehicle, officers found the 
cordless phone Christine had used to call 911. The officers 
also found a box of .380 caliber ammunition and a receipt 
from earlier in the day for the ammunition.11 

Meanwhile, other officers had arrived at 19 Grace Lane, 
where they found Christine Colston Young and her 
husband Willie Ray Young dead. Officers also found 
Gregory Lee Colston, Christine’s grandson and Yolanda’s 
son, gravely wounded. Gregory died a short time later. All 
three victims suffered a single gunshot wound to the head 
fired from close range.12    

A manhunt ensued with the U.S. Marshals and the FBI 
leading the search. On May 9, 2008, Idaho police located 
McCoy. McCoy was wearing a black “do-rag” and 
carrying the handgun later confirmed to be the murder 
weapon.13  

II. McCoy’s Murder Trial and the Attorney’s Admission 
of Guilt

Following extradition to Louisiana, the public defender’s 
office was appointed to represent McCoy. McCoy and 
his court-appointed lawyer’s relationship broke down, 
and Larry English was engaged by McCoy’s parents and 
enrolled as counsel for McCoy. Following his review of the 
evidence against McCoy, English “eventually concluded 
that the evidence against McCoy was overwhelming and 
that, absent a concession at the guilt stage that McCoy 
was the killer, a death sentence would be impossible to 
avoid at the penalty phase.”14 

Despite the overwhelming evidence against him, McCoy 
refused to plead guilty by reason of insanity, and he 
insisted that he did not kill his family members. Rather, 
McCoy claimed that the victims were killed by local 
police. He further claimed that he had been framed by a 

McCoy v. Louisiana: 
The Accused is the Master of His Own Defense
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conspiracy of state and federal officials from Louisiana to 
Idaho. McCoy even believed that his attorney and the trial 
judge were in on the conspiracy.15 

Two weeks prior to trial, English told McCoy that he 
intended to concede McCoy’s commission of the three 
murders. Furious, McCoy rejected this strategy and 
told English “not to make that concession.”16 Two days 
prior to trial, McCoy attempted to terminate English’s 
representation, but the court refused to terminate the 
representation, telling English “you are the attorney” and 
“you have to make the trial decision of what you’re going 
to proceed with.”17   

During the trial, English conceded that McCoy was the 
murderer on numerous occasions. McCoy did take the 
stand, “maintaining his innocence and pressing an alibi 
difficult to fathom.”18 Following the trial, the jury returned 
a unanimous verdict of guilty of first-degree murder for all 
three counts. The jury then returned three death verdicts.19 

Following the trial, McCoy retained new counsel. Armed 
with a new attorney, McCoy unsuccessfully moved for 
a new trial, arguing that the district court violated his 
constitutional rights by allowing his lawyer to concede 
guilt over his objections. The Louisiana Supreme Court 
upheld the district court’s ruling, concluding that the 
concession was permissible because counsel reasonably 
believed that admitting guilt afforded McCoy the best 
change to avoid a death sentence.20 

III. With Liberty and Life at Stake, the Accused Is the 
Master of His Defense

The Sixth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, applicable 
to the States through the Fourteenth Amendment, 
guarantees certain rights to the accused in a criminal 
prosecution.21 The right to defend against criminal 
prosecution is a personal right and “is given directly to 
the accused; for it is he who suffers the consequence if 
the defense fails.”22 Among the rights guaranteed by the 
Sixth Amendment is the right “to have the Assistance of 
Counsel for his defense.”23 The “assistance of counsel” 
contemplates “a norm in which the accused, and not a 
lawyer, is master of his own defense.”24 

In McCoy v. Louisiana, the U.S. Supreme Court granted 
certiorari to determine whether it was unconstitutional to 
allow defense counsel to concede guilt over the defendant’s 

clear and unambiguous objection.25 Recognizing that 
individual liberty—and life—were at stake,  the Court 
held that “a defendant has the right to insist that counsel 
refrain from admitting guilt, even when counsel’s 
experienced-based view is that confessing guilt offers the 
defendant the best chance to avoid the death penalty.”26  
The McCoy Court recognized that a criminal defendant 
is not presented with an “all or nothing” choice. In other 
words, to “gain assistance, a defendant need not surrender 
control entirely to counsel.”27 After all, the right to defend 
oneself is a personal right, and an assistant, “however 
expert, is still an assistant.”28 Additionally, the Louisiana 
Rules of Professional Conduct declare that “a lawyer shall 
abide by a client’s decisions concerning the objectives of 
representation.”29 

While the Court in McCoy sided with the accused, the 
Court recognized the difficult position in which English 
found himself:

Larry English was placed in a difficult position;  
he had an unruly client and faced a strong government 
case. He reasonably thought the objective of his 
representation should be avoidance of the death 
penalty. But McCoy insistently maintained: “I did 
not murder my family.” Once he communicated 
that to court and counsel, strenuously objecting to 
English’s proposed strategy, a concession of guilt 
should have been off the table.30 

For those reasons, the Court found English’s admission 
incompatible with the commands of the Sixth Amendment 
and remanded the case for a new trial.31 

Conclusion

McCoy’s lawyer found himself in an unenviable position 
because the evidence the State presented strongly suggested 
that his client killed three of his family members before 
fleeing to Idaho. There’s the domestic violence, the 911 
call, the pursuit of a Kia owned by McCoy, the evidence in 
the Kia, the surveillance footage, and the murder weapon 
in McCoy’s possession. Faced with this evidence, McCoy 
fervently maintained his innocence, insisting that state and 
local officials conspired to blame these three murders on 
him. 

“After all, the right to defend oneself 
is a personal right, and an assistant, 
however expert, is still an assistant.”
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There is no doubt that a reasonable course of action for 
avoiding the death penalty was conceding that McCoy 
killed three of his family members. However, the U.S. 
Supreme Court in McCoy v. Louisiana established that 
the client is the master of his own defense, and ultimately, 
it is the client who must live—and possibly die—with his 
decisions. 

1 Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct, 1.2(a) (emphasis added).
2 McCoy v. Louisiana, 138 S. Ct. 1500, 1505 (2018).
3 State v. McCoy, 218 So.3d 535, 541 n.2 (La. 2016), rev’d sub nom. 
McCoy v. Louisiana, 138 S. Ct. 1500 (2018).
4 Id. at 541.
5 Id.
6 Id.
7 Id. at 541-42.
8 Id. at 542. 
9 Id.
10 Id.
11 Id. Surveillance footage also shows someone matching McCoy’s 
description purchasing the ammunition from a local Walmart. This 
person was wearing a black “do-rag.” Id.
12 Id. at 541.
13 Id. at 543-44.
14 McCoy v. Louisiana, 138 S. Ct. at 1508.
15 Id. at 1513 (Alito, J., dissenting).
16 Id. at 1506.
17 Id. 
18 Id. at 1507.
19 Id.
20 Id.
21 Gannett Co. v. DePasquale, 443 U.S. 368, 379 (1979).
22 Faretta v. California, 422 U.S. 806, 820 (1975).
23 U.s. Const. amend. VI (emphasis added).
24 Gannett, 443 U.S. at 382 n.10.
25 McCoy v. Louisiana, 138 S. Ct. at 1507.
26 Id. at 1505.
27 Id. at 1508.
28 Id. 
29 Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct, 1.2(a) (emphasis added).
30 McCoy v. Louisiana, 138 S. Ct. at 1512.
31 Id. 
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SECURED ENTRY INTO BUILDING 
KITCHENKITCHEN

Small offices with access to 
conference rooms available in 
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Vital Statistics
Age: 39

Born and Raised: New Iberia, Louisiana
Position: Juvenile Court Judge, East Baton Rouge Parish, Division “A”

Family: Wife, Tara, and two sons, Anthony (12) and Jacob (10)
High School: Catholic High School of New Iberia

College: Loyola University
Law School: LSU’s Paul M. Hebert Law Center

Hobbies: Cooking, especially barbeque

TBRL:  What influenced you to become a lawyer?

AH: My dad is a lawyer.  He worked at the Iberia Parish 
District Attorney’s Office from 1976 through 2015.  He 
also had his own private practice, so my brother (who 
is also an attorney) and I were around the law from a 
very early age.  I also did mock trial in high school, which 
I really enjoyed.  I originally thought I wanted to be a 
history professor, but after a few years of pursuing that, I 
decided to go to law school.  It was always in the back of 
my mind.

TBRL: If you were not on the bench, where would you 
be? 

AH:  My wife and I would probably live in Washington, 
D.C. I would want to do some type of public policy 
work. Since I became a juvenile judge, I developed quite a 
passion for child welfare and delinquency prevention. The 
at-risk kids I see now are ultimately going to be the ones 
in the adult criminal justice system later if we don’t do a 
good job here.

TBRL: What do you like most about being a juvenile 
judge? 

AH: I am much more involved with the people who appear 
in front of me. I see kids more often than a judge on the 
criminal district court bench would. In juvenile court, 
the district attorney only has 7 days to formally charge 
the juvenile after arrest, and trial must be set within 30 
or 60 days, depending on the charge. During this time, 
the kids have appeared in front of me numerous times. If 
they’re on probation or parole, I see them at least every 90 
days. We also have a “one family, one judge” policy at our 
court. For example, if siblings are in trouble, both will be 
allotted to the same judge. This allows us to work with the 
entire family to address issues. It is very rewarding to see 
the process through every stage, including probation, and 
to witness the growth and change in the kids.   

TBRL: What did you do before running for judge?

AH:  I worked at Shows, Cali & Walsh right out of 
law school. I clerked there and then worked there as an 
attorney for about a year. I did whatever they needed 
me to do, which included collections, but I also worked 
alongside Ronnie Berthelot. Shows, Cali & Walsh gave 
me a lot of exposure to the courtroom; I had several jury 
trials in that first year of practice.  After I left Shows, Cali 
& Walsh, I went to work for the East Baton Rouge Parish 
District Attorney’s Office, where I remained until I was 
elected judge.  Immediately prior to running for judge, I 
was the Chief Gang Prosecutor in the Violent Crimes Unit 
at the D.A.’s office.

TBRL: What made you leave practice and run for judge?

AH:  As Chief Gang Prosecutor, most of the defendants I 
would see were young men between the ages of 18 and 20 
who had extensive juvenile records.  Despite their records, 
they often did not face many meaningful consequences in 
the legal system.  As a result, some of the defendants were 
being faced with a 25-year prison sentence despite having 
never served jail time before. I certainly did not plan on 
becoming a judge, but I was faced with a crossroads and 
thought to myself, “I can either do something about this or 
I can just keep my mouth shut.” I chose to do something 
about it, and I decided the best way to affect change was 
to run.

TBRL: What is your advice to lawyers who appear before 
you? 

AH: The advice I would give attorneys practicing in 
juvenile court is the same advice I would give any attorney 
practicing in any court:  be prepared and know the Code 
of Evidence.  There is nothing more frustrating for me as 
a judge and former trial lawyer than having an attorney 
who doesn’t know his or her case.  I should never feel like 
I know as much as you do about your own case. Luckily, 
most of the attorneys who appear in front of me are all 
very well prepared, and since the juvenile bar is quite 
small, all of the attorneys generally know what I expect.

Judicial Interview: Juvenile Court Judge 
Adam J. Haney
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INTERVIEW BY KATHRYN DUFRENE

TBRL: What most surprised you about the job? 

AH:  Probably the pressure.  I came from a high pressure 
job where you are maintaining a large case load and are 
constantly making prosecution strategy decisions.  I had 
pressure from the victims, the community and my boss.  
However, I did not consider how different it would be 
when the buck stops with me.  As a prosecutor, you are 
an advocate. Whether you win or not, at the end of the 
day, you did your job, but now it’s all on me to make the 
right decision.  And if I make the wrong decision, I have 
to live with it.  When I first took the bench, I put a lot of 
focus on making sure I was fair as a judge.  I mentioned 
this to someone who said, “Did you ever do anything at 
the D.A.’s office that you thought was unfair?”  When 
I answered “no,” he said, “Then why are you worried 
about this?”  That was really great advice and really put 
it in perspective.

TBRL: What is the most challenging part of your job? 

AH: Working with kids is both the most challenging and 
rewarding part of the job.  It is challenging because a child 
can come into the juvenile justice system at the age of 
10, and we go up to the day before their 17th birthday.  
That is a very wide range of understanding consequences 
to navigate, so it requires the process to be much more 
individualized and tailored to each defendant.  Similarly, 
convincing the parents, who are often very frustrated by 
the time their child makes it into juvenile court, to be 
involved and follow through with the plans we implement 
for them going forward.  Lastly, there are not a lot of peers 
to bounce ideas off in this profession.  At this court, there 
is only one other family court judge.

TBRL: Most rewarding? 

AH: Again, working with the kids and seeing their growth 
is very rewarding.  When I first started, we would have 
some kids coming to court who are now going to college.  
Often times, attorneys are only concerned about winning 
their case, but here, both the prosecutors and the public 
defenders, as well as the judges, all have a common 
goal, which is to help the kids.  I also started a Family 
Preservation Court, which is a drug court for parents of 
kids in foster care.  That program started about a year 
ago, and the first class is about to graduate.  We’re seeing 
really good results. Parents who have gone through this 
program were able to avoid having their kids taken away 
and they’ve been clean for the entire year.

TBRL: Who have been your role models and mentors? 

AH:  Of course, my dad, Phil Haney.  Also Wade Shows and 
the other attorneys at Shows, Cali & Walsh, who all gave 
me great experience at my first job right out of law school.  
When I went to Wade’s wake last year, it was amazing to 
me to see the number of good lawyers who have passed 

through that firm.  Hillar Moore, who taught me that even 
though we have a job to do at the D.A.’s office, we can 
also be engaged in and responsive to the community while 
we’re doing our job.  As an elected judge, I have to follow 
the laws and the constitution, but the community informs 
the way that I do that.  Last but certainly not least, Dana 
Cummings, who was my supervisor at the D.A.’s office for 
several years.  I learned so much about how to be a good 
trial attorney from her.  I was very privileged to have had 
the opportunity to work under her.

As far as mentors in the juvenile realm, Judge Duplantier 
at the 15th JDC in Lafayette was very helpful; he also 
has a Family Preservation Court.  He and Blair Edwards 
in Livingston were very good resources when I was first 
starting out.  Judge Johnson, the other juvenile judge here, 
has also been a great resource to have.

TBRL:  Anything else you want our readers to know?

AH: If you are interested in taking an appointment to 
represent a juvenile in a delinquency case, please contact 
the juvenile court. We are always looking for more people, 
and it is great place to get trial experience, especially for 
young lawyers.  There are some lawyers who started out 
taking appointments here, and those appointments led to 
continued job opportunities from personal injury to adult 
criminal cases.

WE’RE GETTING SOCIAL! 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA

@brBAR@batonrougebar @the_brba
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Bar News
BY LANDON T. HESTER
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June Bar Luncheon & Meeting

Wills for Veterans
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Baton Rouge Area Foundation Executive Vice President John Spain 
and Glen R. Petersen at the BRBA’s June Bar Luncheon.

The BRBA’s Young Lawyers Section  organized the June Bar 
Luncheon on June 13, 2018, at Ruffino’s at De La Ronde Hall. 

BRBA members, summer law clerks and law students from LSU and 
Southern were in attendance. 

Monica M. Vela-Vick presented the Best Witness award for the 
Region III Mock Trial Competition to Sydney Shelton.

BRBA President Linda Law Clark presented the Aggravated Batters 
with the first place trophy for winning the 2018 Softball Tournament.

Chris Hester was there to accept the award. 
Monica M. Vela-Vick presented West Feliciana High School with the 

first place trophy for winning the Region III  Mock Trial Competition.
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The BRBA partnered with the Federal Bar Association’s Baton Rouge 
Chapter and the YLS of the LSBA to host this event. 

BRBA member volunteers assisted veterans to construct their wills at 
the Wills for Veterans event on June 1, 2018.
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YLS Sidebar Luncheon and CLE with the First Circuit Court of Appeal
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ABA Diversity AwardA View From The Bench
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Eleven judges from the First Circuit Court of Appeal spoke to young 
lawyers and summer law clerks about practicing law in their courtrooms.

Members of the BRBA’s Young Lawyers Section with Judge Guy 
Holdridge at the Sidebar Luncheon. 

The BRBA’s Young Lawyers Section was awarded the Diversity 
Achievement Award by the American Bar Association.

Judge Fred Crifasi and Judge Judy Moore Vendetto at the View 
From the Bench CLE on June 29, 2018.

Sponsored by: 
Keogh Cox • Total Care Injury & Pain Centers • Linda Law Clark • Phelps Dunbar • Walters, Papillion, Thomas, Cullens, LLC • Arts 

Council of Greater Baton Rouge • Beer Industry League of Louisiana • Hannah Q Smokehouse • Ronnie’s Boudin & Cracklin’s

Advance tickets: $25
At the door: $35

Adults only. Ticket must be presented to enter.

For more information or to purchase tickets, 
contact Donna Buuck at 225-214-5556 or 

donna@brba.org.

September 13 • Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge • 6 - 8 PM
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Bench Bar Conference 2018 
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Betty Ford Foundation and the American Bar Association 
Commission on Lawyer Assistance Programs, has shown 
that the problem is, in fact, getting worse.1 With the help 
of 15 state bar associations, over 12,000 licensed and 
currently practicing lawyers from 19 states completed 
an anonymous 2015 survey assessing alcohol use, drug 
use and symptoms of depression, anxiety, stress and 
other mental health concerns. Its findings were startling: 
twenty-one percent of those lawyers reported problematic 
drinking (25% of men; 16% of women), twenty-eight 
percent reported concerns with mild or high levels of 
depression (men more than women), nineteen percent 
reported mild to high levels of anxiety (women more 
than men) and twenty-three reported mild or high levels 
of stress (women more than men). Nearly twelve percent 
of the participants reported suicidal thoughts at some 
point in their career. Perhaps more concerning was the 

Each year I tell my law students that being a lawyer 
involves having clients of all descriptions and personalities 
walk into your office, dump their problems on your desk, 
ask you to solve them, leave, and wait for you to work 
a miracle. More often than not, these people are at the 
worst point in their lives and not the easiest people to deal 
with. While being responsible for your clients’ problems, 
you will also have to manage a business or you will have 
to satisfy the needs and demands of your firm’s partners. 
While doing all of this, you must also make time for your 
family, with their attendant needs and problems, not to 
mention yourself.

It is often an overwhelming emotional responsibility, but 
as a profession, we do little to acknowledge the emotional 
aspect of the practice of law or take any steps to assist 
lawyers in handling it. Unfortunately, we have recently 
experienced the sad toll that responsibility took on the life 
of a friend and colleague.

The Problem: A recent widespread 
study of the mental health 
of lawyers, conducted 
by the Hazelden 

THE TOLL ON THE 
“MIRACLE WORKER”
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“Should you choose to engage in cognitive behavioral therapy, you 
will learn that there are four steps to improvement: 1) learning to 
listen to your thoughts, 2) identifying the distortions, 3) talking 
back to those thoughts and 4) developing a strategy to rationally 

deal with the situations that are actually causing stress.” 
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fact that the demographics have changed: young lawyers 
are experiencing more mental health problems than those 
more experienced in the practice.

The Cause: Since the release of the 2015 survey, articles 
and books on the mental health of lawyers abound.  
One can now find many theories on the causes of this 
problem in the profession, the signs to look for, and ideas 
about resolving it. Whereas substance dependency and 
depression may have genetic and/or biological causes, 
stress and anxiety are known to aggravate both. Having 
read most of the available research, this author, along with 
many others, continues to believe that there are two main 
things that cause the mental health problems of lawyers: 
cognitive distortions and vicarious trauma. 

Cognitive Distortions.2 Cognition is the way you are 
thinking about things at any moment. 
Your thoughts, however, often have more 
to do with how you feel than what is 
actually happening. Your feelings result 
from the messages you give yourself 
and we, as humans, are often feeding 
ourselves a constant stream of distorted 
messages. Identifying these cognitive 
distortions3 and helping people come 
to see them and correct them is part of 
a growing science known as Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy (CBT). 

Almost all of the cognitive distortions 
commonly identified by experts can be 
summarized in two personality traits 
that studies have found lawyers have in 
common, both of which contribute to 
anxiety and depression: perfectionism 
and pessimism. 

Perfectionism. Perfectionism drove 
many of us to excel in college, law 
school and our careers. Clinically, 
however, perfectionists are driven by 
an intense need to avoid failure and 
are unable to derive satisfaction from 
what ordinarily might be considered 
even superior performance. The practice 
of law can exacerbate those feelings: 
mistakes are not countenanced – our 
client’s patrimony, family, happiness, 

and, perhaps, life depend on our not making a mistake. 
Perfection, of course, is an impossible goal that no one can 
achieve – which leads to feelings of failure. Unfortunately, 
as lawyers, when we achieve one goal, another goal 
instantly replaces it. The promised payoff for perfection 
never seems to materialize and the practice becomes a 
joyless, tedious treadmill.

Pessimism. Numerous studies show that in graduate 
school programs, optimists outperform pessimists, except 
for one – law school! Lawyers are trained to be pessimistic; 
it helps us excel – it makes us skeptical of what our clients, 
our witnesses and opposing counsel tell us. It helps us 
anticipate the worst outcome and, thus, prepare for it. 
Unfortunately, though, pessimism leads to stress and 
disillusionment, which makes us vulnerable to depression.
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Vicarious Trauma. The deleterious impacts that repeated 
exposure to details of trauma can have on professionals is 
sometimes referred to as vicarious trauma or compassion 
fatigue.  It is common for therapists and first responders 
to discuss and get treatment for these conditions; however, 
only recently have some begun to discuss this same 
phenomenon in the legal profession. In particular, family 
lawyers, criminal defense attorneys, prosecutors and 
judges – people whose practices cause them to deal with 
people who have experienced trauma – are very likely to 
experience the effects of vicarious trauma. 

The symptoms are very similar to those that lawyers 
experience with anxiety and depression but also can 
include helplessness, hopelessness, guilt, startle reflex, fear 
of being alone, isolation and difficulty focusing on oneself, 
among others. The good news is that this problem in our 
profession has been recognized and further study and 
discussion has begun. 

Solutions: The first step to better mental health is to do 
a self-assessment. Do you have a lack of energy? Are you 
unable to sleep well? Are you finding it hard to get up 
in the morning? Do you have a low appetite or are you 
overeating? Are you having trouble concentrating? Making 
decisions? Do you feel overwhelmed? Hopeless? Helpless? 
Have you lost interest in things you usually enjoy? Are 
you feeling sad, guilty, worthless? Have you contemplated 
suicide? If any of these apply, see your internist and a 
therapist who specializes in cognitive behavioral therapy, 
or, at the very least, engage in some “bibliotherapy” by 
reading one or more books or articles on the topic.

Should you choose to engage in cognitive behavioral 
therapy, you will learn that there are four steps to 
improvement: 1) learning to listen to your thoughts, 
2) identifying the distortions, 3) talking back to those 
thoughts and 4) developing a strategy to rationally deal 
with the situations that are actually causing stress. The 
first step, though, is the hardest – especially for lawyers. 
With the development of an increasing array of technology, 
it is difficult to escape our law practice. We’re asked to 
constantly keep track of, think about and respond to things 
24/7; thus, it seems impossible to hear our own thoughts. 
Many therapists also recommend learning mindfulness, 
sometime achieved through meditation, which helps us 
focus, live in and enjoy the moment, turn off the outside 
voices, experience our surroundings and get in touch with 
our own voice inside our head.

The Future: 

Screening. Although the bar is becoming more aware of 
the problem and is taking steps to provide guidance and 
assistance, some may argue that the ability to screen for 
mental health problems has diminished. Recently, the 
Department of Justice investigated Louisiana’s treatment 
of applicants for admission to the bar and determined 

that the court’s processes for evaluating applicants to 
the bar violated the ADA. Although the court disputed 
the Department’s findings, it entered into a settlement 
agreement in August 20144 wherein it agreed to refrain 
from inquiring into any mental-health diagnosis or 
treatment, as opposed to behavior, except in very limited 
circumstances. It also agreed not to recommend or impose 
conditional admission solely on the basis of diagnosis or 
treatment. Thus, arguably, there will be more attorneys 
entering the profession who may have a mental-health 
diagnosis, or have received treatment, who will not be 
known to and/or monitored by the court. Given that 
we are seeing more young lawyers with mental health 
problems (see Hazeldon Study), this could be cause for 
concern.

Aging. In 2011, the first “baby boomer” turned 65. 
According to the ABA, there were over 250,000 practicing 
attorneys reaching the age of 65 at that time. The number 
is growing and, yet, there has been very little discussion 
regarding lawyers and aging. What we do know is that one 
in ten people age 65 and older has Alzheimer’s dementia. 
And starting at 65, the risk of developing dementia 
doubles every five years. 

We also know, anecdotally, that those who work on 
the front lines helping attorneys with mental health 
and impairment issues, especially Lawyer Assistance 
Programs, are increasingly seeing cognitive issues in elder 
lawyers. Some of the signs of dementia include missing 
deadlines, being forgetful, demonstrating poor judgment 
and relying on support staff for things one would typically 
do independently. One might also notice changes in dress 
and hygiene, as well as personality – disinhibition, not 
exhibiting the same level of decorum, professionalism or 
cordiality.

Spotting the issues may not be difficult, but what to 
do with the attorney once they are spotted is another 
thing all together. Treatment may improve or eliminate 
depression or alcohol/drug abuse, but, although there 
are some symptomatic treatments for Alzheimer’s, there 
is no known cure or way to slow or stop its progression. 
Unfortunately, these seniors are often the most respected 
attorneys in the firm, responsible for a good part of the 
business.  Nevertheless, they and their law firms may 
face malpractice suits and discipline – both for the elder 
lawyer’s actions and for not reporting them to disciplinary 
authorities. It’s a problem that cannot be ignored.

Conclusion: With the cognitive impairment issues 
associated with dementia, as with the other mental 
health issues discussed herein, increased recognition of 
and dialogue and education about the problem is most 
important. The bar is beginning to take notice.  The 
National Task Force on Lawyer Wellbeing was formed 
in 2016 to help lead a response to the challenges faced. 
It issued a report in August 2017 that made over 44 
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WRITTEN BY  MICHELLE WARD GHETTI

1 See Krill P, Johnson R, Albert L., “The Prevalence of Substance Use and 
Other Mental Health Concerns Among American Attorneys,” J Addict 
Med. Vol. 10, Number 1, January/February 2016 accessible at https://
journals.lww.com/journaladdictionmedicine/Fulltext/2016/02000/The_
Prevalence_of_Substance_Use_and_Other_Mental.8.aspx.
2 See David D. Burns, Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy (Harper 
Collins, 1980, 1999). Much of the discussion on cognitive distortions is 
taken from this book, which was rated #1—out of a list of 1000 books—
as the most frequently recommended self-help book on depression in the 
United States.
3 Some of the common distortions are: 1) seeing life in terms of “all 
or nothing,” 2) dwelling on a single negative detail and discounting 
the positive, 3) negatively interpreting what others are thinking, 4) 
“borrowing trouble” from the future, 5) exaggerating or shrinking the 
importance of something in your life or others, 6) constantly telling 
oneself you, or others, should or should not do something, 7) attaching 
negative labels to yourself or others and 8) seeing yourself as the cause of 
something you were not really responsible for. 
4 A copy of the Settlement Agreement can be accessed at https://www.
ada.gov/louisiana-supreme-court_sa.htm.
5 See “The Path to Lawyer Well-Being: Practical Recommendations for 
Positive Change” accessible at http://lawyerwellbeing.net/wp-content/
uploads/2017/11/Lawyer-Wellbeing-Report.pdf 
6 See, e.g., “Special Committee on Mental Health and Wellness of Florida 
Lawyers” accessible at https://www.floridabar.org/about/cmtes/cmte-
me101/ .

recommendations encompassing all stakeholders in the 
legal profession.5 There is also a model policy for legal 
employees and law firms being considered at the ABA 
Annual Meeting in August 2018.  Numerous state bar 
associations have also created special committees or task 
forces and are working on resolutions for this problem.6  

All of these recommendations include an educational 
component. Would you be in favor of additional CLE 
requirements related to mental health? Or, perhaps, 
having such programs qualify for the Professionalism 
requirement? Please contact the BRBA and let them hear 
your thoughts.

SCHUTTE, TERHOEVE,
RICHARDSON, EVERSBERG, 

CRONIN, JUDICE & BOUDREAUX
(A Registered Limited Liability Partnership)  

takes pleasure in announcing that

CHRISTOPHER W. STIDHAM
has joined the firm as a partner

501 LOUISIANA AVENUE  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802-5921 

(225)387-6966 
www.501LA.com
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Foundation Footnotes
PRO BONO & TEEN COURT REPORTS —  2018

The Pro Bono Project is financially assisted by the Interest on Lawyers’ Trust 
Accounts (IOLTA) Program of the Louisiana Bar Foundation; Southeast 
Louisiana Legal Services; Franciscan Ministry Fund; Family, District and City 
Court Filing Fees; W. K. Kellogg Foundation; Baton Rouge Area Foundation; and 
the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation. Teen Court of Greater Baton Rouge is funded 
by the Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) Program for the Louisiana 
Bar Foundation, Huey and Angelina Wilson Foundation, LANO Change Fund 
and the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation. 

The Baton Rouge Bar Foundation thanks those who 
volunteered in March & April. 

TEEN COURT -

Jamie Flowers, U.S. Attorney’s Office;  Farah 
Gheith, Spencer Calahan LLC; Raveen Hills, 
Attorney at Law;  Brittany Tassin, Sexual 
Trauma and Response Office (STAR); and 
Monica Vela-Vick, Phelps Dunbar,  served 
as judges and jury monitors for the June and 
July Teen Court hearings.   

Danielle Barringer, Louisiana House 
of Representatives; Jonathan Blake, 
Hammonds, Sills, Adkins & Guice; Ariel 
Dixon, LA Dept. of Justice; and Jamie 
Flowers, U.S. Attorney’s Office, conducted a training 
session for teens on Saturday, June 23, 2018. The Hon. 
Joycelyn Yvette Elmore, Division of Administrative Law, 
presided over the teen court swearing-in ceremony.

During June and July, volunteer attorneys conducted 
life skills sessions for teen court defendants:  Chemical 
Awareness: Alberto DePuy, Louisiana Department of 
Justice; Healthy Relationships: Jamie Flowers, U.S. 
Attorney’s Office; Crime and Consequences: Gail Grover; 
EBRP Dept. of Juvenile Services.  

ACCEPTING PRO BONO CASES – 

Edward Atebara , The Law Office of Edward R. Atebara; 
Christopher Cascio, Dudley DeBosier; George Downing, 
Attorney at Law; Xenophobe Fedison, Daniels & 
Washington, LLC; Julie Ferris, Law Office of Julie Ferris, 
LLC; Deborah Gibbs, Attorney at Law; Wren’nel Gibson, 
Attorney at Law; David Gunn, Gunn & York; Van Heard, 
Attorney at Law; Rena Hester, Hester Law Firm, LLC; 
Donald Hodge, Attorney at Law; Derrick McCorey, 
Attorney at Law; Eric Miller, The Kullman Firm; Cynthia 
Reed, Southern University Law Center; Robert Rieger, 
Adams & Reese; Brett Sandifer, Law Offices of Keith S. 
Giardina.

SELF HELP RESOURCE CENTER VOLUNTEERS – 

Janeane G. Abbott, Abbott Prescott, APLC; Steven 
E. Adams, Adams Law Office APLC; Joseph Ballard, 
Entergy Services, Inc.; Ryan Brown, Roedel Parsons; 

Marcia Burden, Southern University Law Center; Sharon 
Florence, Law Office of Sharon Y. Florence, 
LLC; David Handelman, Southeast 
Louisiana Legal Services; Tammeral Hills, 
Hills Law Firm, LLC;  Gregory Hughes, 
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services; Courtney 
Joiner, Hammonds, Sills, Adkins & Guice, 
LLP; John Obebe, EBR Office of the Public 
Defender; Alana Perrin, Attorney at Law; 
Johanna Posada, Louisiana State University, 
Office of General Counsel & Legal Affairs; 
Jennifer Prescott, Abbott Prescott, APLC; 
Cynthia Reed, Southern University Law 
Center; Claire Sauls, Taylor, Wellons, Politz 

& Duhe, APLC; Valerie Schexnayder, Attorney at Law.

ASK A LAWYER VOLUNTEERS – 

Emily Ziober, Attorney at Law; James R. “Jim” Austin, 
Butler Snow; DeVonna Ponthieu, Attorney at Law; 
Prentice White, Southern University Law Center; Valerie 
Schexnayder, Attorney at Law; Barbara Baier, Louisiana 
Public Defender Board; Cynthia Reed, Southern University 
Law Center; and Todd Gaudin, On Point Legal, LLC.

THIRST FOR JUSTICE VOLUNTEERS – 

Allen M. Posey, Jr., Attorney at Law; Cherita McNeal, 
Sexual Trauma Awareness & Response Center; Terry L. 
Bonnie, Attorney at Law; and Scott P. Gaspard, Attorney 
at Law. 

LAW STUDENT VOLUNTEERS – 

Jasmine Louis, Southern University Law Center; Alanna 
Hayman, Southern University Law Center; and Cherry 
Roberts-Matherne, LSU Law Center. 

Pro Bono Project Summer Intern – Michaila Messenger
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Duty Court 
Schedule

*Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will 
be held at the Baton Rouge Bar office.

For classified or display ad rates, 
contact Landon at (225) 214-5560 

or email: landon@BRBA.org

Classified Ads

19THJDC CIVIL COURT
Sept. 3 - Sept. 14 Judge Johnson
Sept. 17 - Sept. 28 Judge Hernandez
Oct. 1 - Oct. 12 Judge Fields
Oct. 15 - Oct. 26 Judge Clark
Oct. 29 - Nov. 9 Judge Caldwell

19TH JDC CRIMINAL COURT***
Aug. 31 - Sept. 7 Judge White
Sept. 7 - Sept. 14 Judge Marabella
Sept. 14 - Sept. 21 Judge Anderson
Sept. 21 - Sept. 28 Judge Erwin
Sept. 28 - Oct. 5 Judge Jackson
Oct. 5 - Oct. 12 Judge Daniel
Oct. 12 - Oct. 19 Judge Moore
Oct. 19 - Oct. 26 Judge Higginbotham
Oct. 26 - Nov. 2 Judge White

BATON ROUGE CITY COURT*
Aug. 27 - Sept. 2 Judge Temple
Sept. 3 - Sept. 9 Judge Smith
Sept. 10 - Sept. 16 Judge Alexander
Sept. 17 - Sept. 23 Judge Moore Vendetto
Sept. 24 - Sept. 30 Judge Prosser
Oct. 1 - Oct. 7 Judge Temple
Oct. 8 - Oct. 14 Judge Smith
Oct. 15 - Oct. 21 Judge Alexander
Oct. 22 - Oct. 28 Judge Moore Vendetto
Oct. 29 - Nov. 4 Judge Prosser

FAMILY COURT**
Sept. 4 Judge Woodruff-White
Sept. 5 Judge Day
Sept. 6 Judge Greene
Sept. 7 Judge Day
Sept. 10 Judge Baker
Sept. 11 Judge Woodruff-White
Sept. 12 Judge Woodruff-White
Sept. 13 & 14 Judge Greene
Sept. 17 Judge Baker
Sept.18 Judge Woodruff-White
Sept. 19 Judge Day
Sept. 20 Judge Greene
Sept. 21 & 24 Judge Baker
Sept. 25 Judge Woodruff-White
Sept. 26 Judge Day
Sept. 27 Judge Greene
Sept. 28 Judge Woodruff-White
Oct. 1  Judge Baker
Oct. 2  Judge  Woodruff-White
Oct. 3  Judge Day
Oct. 4  Judge Greene

Ongoing: Every Wednesday & Thursday, 3-5 p.m.,  
Thirst for Justice takes place at St. Vincent de Paul; 

Ongoing: Every Tuesday & Thursday,  
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Self Help Resource Center,19th JDC;

SEPTEMBER
12  Ask-A-Lawyer, 9:30 -11:30 a.m. -  
 Donaldson Senior Center
13  September Bar Luncheon - 11:45 AM -  
 1:00PM - Ruffino’s at De La Ronde  
 Hall
 Arts Judicata - 5 - 8 PM = Greater Arts  
 Council of Baton Rouge 
15  Ask-A-Lawyer, 9:30-11:30 a.m. -  
 Eden Park Library
19  Ask-A-Lawyer, 9 - 11:30 a.m. -   
 Catholic Charities
 Board of Directors Meeting - 6 - 8 PM  
 - TBA 
20  Family Law Section Meeting & CLE -  
 12 - 2 PM - Beausoleil
26  Construction Law CLE - Middleton Bar  
 Center
28  Deadline to submit self-nomination  
 forms

OCTOBER
4 Ask-A-Lawyer, 9 -11:30 a.m. -   
 Charles R. Kelly Community Center
6  Ask-A-Lawyer, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. -  
 Baker Branch Library
17  Ask-A-Lawyer, 9 -11:30 a.m. -   
 Catholic Charities
 Board of Directors Meeting - 6 - 8 PM  
 - TBA
18  Family Law Section Meeting & CLE -  
 12 - 2 PM - Bistro Byronz
19  YLS 19th JDC CLE - TBA  
 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act CLE - 8:30 -  
 11:30 AM - Postlethwaite & Netterville 
26  Belly Up with the Bar - 5 - 9 PM -  
 Parker Coliseum
31  Pro Bono CLE Seminar - 8:30 AM - 1  
 PM - WLA 1, 2 & 3

Important Dates

OPENING FOR A PARALEGAL/LEGAL
secretary at a Baton Rouge firm located 
downtown. Candidates should possess 
strong organizational, interpersonal and 
communication skills, and strong computer and 
case management software skills are a must. 
Knowledge in MS Office Suite and Adobe 
preferred. Email resume to lisab@scwllp.com.  
Benefits offered.

Oct. 5  Judge Day
Oct. 8  Judge Baker
Oct. 9  Judge Woodruff-White
Oct. 10  Judge Day
Oct. 11 & 12  Judge Greene
Oct. 15  Judge Baker
Oct. 16  Judge Woodruff-White
Oct. 17  Judge Day
Oct. 18  Judge Greene
Oct. 19 & 22  Judge Baker
Oct. 23  Judge Woodruff-White
Oct. 24  Judge Day
Oct. 25 Judge Greene
Oct. 26 Judge Woodruff-White
Oct. 29  Judge Baker
Oct. 30 Judge Woodruff-White
Oct. 31  Judge Day

JUVENILE COURT
Sept. 3 - Sept. 28 Judge Taylor-Johnson
Oct. 1 - Oct. 31 Judge Haney
NOTE:  Duty Court changes at 5 p.m. each Friday unless 
otherwise specified. *City Court’s Duty Court schedule 
changes each Monday at 8 a.m. **Family Court’s Duty Court 
schedule is completely different each day, rotating on Fridays 

***19th JDC Criminal Court changes each Friday at noon. 

COURT HOLIDAYS
Monday, September 3 Labor Day
Monday, October 8 Columbus Day
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